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QUILTER Susan Rivers, left, presents Myles McAdoo, center, with his own quilt during a birthday party on Saturday in Altamont.

Gift of comfort ina trymg time

Quilter reaches out to family of
twin boys, one of whom endured
surgery and chemotherapy

By JIMMY VIELKIND
Staff writer

ALTAMONT — With her oldest son
about to graduate from high school, Laurel
McAdoo thought another child would help
ward off empty nest syndrome.

What a surprise when she learned she was
pregnant with twins, something the working
single mother knew would mean a delicate
juggling act. And as her babies Marcelle and
Myles aged, the plot thickened for the
Glenmont family.

“I got surprised with the both of them,”
.aurd 42, said. “Marcelle got diagnosed with
pervasive developmental disorder when he was
1%, and right before Myles’ third birthday, he

TWIN BROTHERS
Marcelle, left, and
Myles McAdoo
laugh during their
fifth-birthday party
Saturday at Indian
Ladder Farms in
Altamont. The
boys tum 5 years
old on Monday.

got diagnosed with medulloblastoma.” kids — fresh off a hay ride, many with designs
“Iesbeenquitearide,” shesaidafterapause.  painted on their faces by a clown — who

But to see the twins, you would never know  gathered Saturday at Indian Ladder Farms in
it. The boys were just part of the crowd of 40 Please see TWINS D7 »
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Altamont around a picnic table
full*of ‘cupcakes and a specially
donated gift: a custom-made
quilt.

Flie’ party was for ‘Myles and
Maroelle, who celebrate their
fifth birthday on Monday, and
Lau?élis hoping their next year is
easiéf"than some of the ones
precéding it.’

As the brothers entered pre-
school, Laurel said, Myles be-
came a caregiver of sorts for
Marcelle, who still wasn’t speak-
ing. But just before his third-
birthday, a teacher noticed Myles

was walking funny.
~ “One day on the und
he wouldn"f swmg,” g:l);gosand
“And;wlhen he got back on the .

ﬁ!mmd he kmd of got down

Mylhs went to a doctor, then
immediately for a CAT scan.

Latre] said the diagnosis came—

ﬂaﬂx.‘ =T remember four or five
lined up, and theh some-
aid ‘Your child has a very |
|1 Somor g
* It took my breath away.
’I'heunnormthebnckofthe
golf“ ball ‘Myles ‘underwent a
smgery a few days
latermmd endured  subsequent
therapy. He was a little boy who
didn’t smile much. '
Sh i:mst who noticed Myles in
e
qui t to another child in need,
part: of her Comfort Quilt Pro-
for children struggling with seri-
ous illness
soul; dnd even in the pictures of
hxmwhenhewasﬁrs:bom, he

ople; seeing all these white
bﬁ?

tumor at the base of his

head'turned out to be the size ofa

radistion treatments and chemo-

“That struck Susan -Rivers, a

hespital ‘while delivering a

ject that creates personal blankets

“He has the look of an old

has this world-weary expression

on his" face 'like he knows he’s

going to have to go through
something. I was just very taken
by. the child,” Rivers said. “My
goal was to make him smile.”

. She.met with Myles, Marcelle
and“E%urel and after learning of
Myles’ love for Mickey Mouse

but “everybody

* - and the color orange, began sew-

ing a quilt for him. She presented
it on Saturday, along with a
pillowcase for each boy, after the
~ throng of family and friends sang
“Happy Birthday to You.”

“Ts this the best present ever?”
Laurel cajoled her nodding boys.
“It is the best present ever.”

After touching a square pictur-
ing birthday cake — his favorite
food — Myles put two fingers
into his 'mouth and grinned from
ear to ear — which prompted the
same from his mother.

“He’s a really brave little boy.
He’s a strong little boy,” she said.
“It was really hard and awkward,
I think made it

through with ﬂymg colors.”

® jimmy Vielkind can be reached
at 454-5043 or by e-mail at

fvielkind@timesunion.com.
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